BELLARIA LVII

The Chaironeaﬁ, Plutérchr (ér&grzivingl Lédhard Gaultier, d.1641)

PLUTARCH I

Introduction

Plutarch was one of the very few ancients who argued that animals were rational,
sentient, felt pain and therefore deserved more care and respect than men usually
accorded them. In a dialogue On the Cleverness of Animals, he introduces six
speakers who first establish that animals are rational because they e.g. plan for the
future, have memory, care for their young, show gratitude and can be courageous
and big-hearted. Then, using hundreds of examples, the six debate whether land or
sea animals are superior.

Aristotimus argues for land animals. Dogs put pebbles into a half-empty jar
to bring the liquid to the top for drinking. Geese flying through eagles’ territory
carry stones in their beaks so they do not give themselves away by honking. Then
what of the dim circus elephant, who, tired of being punished for forgetting his
tricks, practised by moonlight to get them right? Cows in Persia can count: they lifta
hundred buckets of water a day to irrigate the king’s park - but not one more.

Phaedimus replies for marine animals. Fish must be brainy, being almost
uncatchable. Sacred crocodiles in Egypt recognise the priests’ voices when they call,



and open their mouths to have their teeth cleaned. Tunny fish are experts in optics
and maths: having weak right eyes, they always keep their left eye to seaward to

watch out for danger, and they feed in schools formed into perfect six-sided cubes.
Dolphins have rescued countless humans from the sea. And soonand onand on...

The Lod Mosaic (not far from Tel Aviv, c. AD 300)

This week’s Bellariaexplores this theme in that and other essays. The first
extract comes from 7The Cleverness of Animals:

Without reason and judgement, no animal could survive
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960 E For nature, which does everything with some purpose and to some end, they
rightly say, did not create a creature as sentient merely for the purpose of feeling
something happening toit. No, for there being many creatures friendly to it, many
also hostile, there was no time at all to survive if it had not learned to give the one
sort a wide berth, while freely mixing with the other.

Itis, to be sure, sensation that provides for each creature the capacity to
recognize both [possibilities]; but as for the acts of seizing or pursuing [food], which
ensue upon the perception of what is beneficial, as well as the eluding or fleeing of
what is destructive or painful, 960 F there is no mechanism for survival in creatures
naturally incapable of some sort of reasoning and judging, remembering and
paying attention.



N Yap @UaoLg, v Evekd Tou Kai Ttpdg Tt TTavta ToLEV 0pB®G Aéyouaty, 0UK ETTL WIAG
¢ Ttdoyov Tt aioBdveaBatl 1o {PHov aioOnTikov ETtoinoev. AAN GVIWV HEV OlKEIWV
TIPOG AUTO TTIOAAGV, OVIWV & AANOTpiwy, 0US AKapEG AV TtEpLEival un pabovti ta pev
puldatteaBal, Toig 6& ouppEpeabal.

THV HEV 00V YVQOOLY AUPOTV OpoiwG 1 aioBnolg EKAoTw TtapéxeEL, Tag &’
ETOPEVAG TR aloBnoet thv pev weeAipwv AqPels kai dtwselg, dtakpouaoelg &¢ kal
EUYAG TGOV OAeBpiwv kal Auttnp@v, 960 F oudepia pnxavn tapeival Toig pn
AoyileoBali Tt kal kpivelv kal LVNHOVEUELY KAl TIPOTEXELV TIEQPUKOGLV.

Why do animals have eyes and ears if not for some purpose?

The tarsier (S.E. Asia)

960 F Those beings, then, which you [Stoics] deprive of all expectation, memory,
design, or preparation, and of all hopes, fears, desires, or griefs—they will have no
use for eyes or ears either, even though they have them. Indeed, to be rid of all
feeling and imagination that has no use for these capacities, would be better, 961
rather than to toil and grieve and feel pain, with no means available by which these
will be averted.

960 F AAN’ Gv Av dpeAng tavtdmaot tpoadokiav, Lvapnv, tpdBeaty, Tapaokeuny,
10 €ATtielv, TO Sedoikéval, T0 ETBUETY, TO ATXAANEV—O0UT OUUATWY OPENOG
oUdEV alTolig TTapovIwy oUT MOTWV. aloBnoews Te TIaong Kal pavtaciag to
XPWEVOV OUK €xouang artnAAdaxBat BEAtiov 961 ) Ttovelv kai AutteioBat kai aAyetv,
o dtakpouoetal talta pn TapovIog.

Without intelligent mental activity, there is no perception
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961 There is, in fact, a work of Strato, the natural philosopher, which proves thatitis
impossible to have sensation at all without some action of the intelligence. Letters
frequently—as we survey them—falling on our sight, and words falling on our ears,
escape our attention and evade us when we have our minds on other things; but
then again [the mind] recovers, shifts its course, and pursues every detail of what
had been neglected, reading it through; and this is the meaning of the saying:

‘Mind has sight and Mind has hearing;

Everything else is deafand blind’

as [indicating that] the impact on eyes and ears, if the understanding is not present,
brings no perception.

961 Kaitol ZTpdtwvog ye 100 Puatkol AOyog £aTiv, ATTOSELKVUWY WG 0Ud’
aioBdaveoBal 10 Ttapatav dveu 1ol VoETv UTIAPXEL. Kal yap ypAUHaTa TIOAAAKIG—
ETITIOPEUOEVOUG—TI OWEL Kai AOYOL TIPOOTIITITOVTES Tf] AKOf}, StaAavBdvouaty
NUGAG Kal dlapeuyouat, Ttpog ETEPOLG TOV VOUV Exovtag: eit’ auBig émaviAbe kai
HETABET Kal SLWKEL TMOV TIPOIELEVWV EKATTOV AVAAEYOLEVOG: [ Kal AEAeKTaL

‘voUg Opf kai voig akoUeL, TAAA Kw@a Kal TUPAL’
wg ol Tiepl Ta dppata kal wta aboug, av Wi mtapf 10 @povodv, aicOnatv ou
Ttolo0VvTOG.

Cleomenes ll1, thinking about the Peloponnese

961 B For this reason also King Cleomenes, when a recital made at a banquet was
applauded, being asked if it did not seem excellent, ordered them to judge, for his
mind was in the Peloponnese. Whence it must follow that, for all to whom there is
sensation, there must also be understanding, if it is our nature to sense by means of
our understanding.

961 B 610 kal KAeopévng 6 factAeus, Ttapd toTov eUS0KLLOTVTOG AKPOANATOG,
EpwtnBeig €l pun paivetal oroudaiov, EKEAEUTEV EKEIVOUG OKOTIETY, AUTOG yap &V
MeAoTrovvrow TOV volv ExeLv. 6Bev avdaykn Ttaoly, oig 1o aioBdveabal, kai T0 voeiv
UTtApxeLy, €l 1@ voelv aioBaveobal teukapev.
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If the mind does not function, how can perceptions of what is advantageous and
what not be remembered?

961 B But let us assume that sensation does notneed the mind to perform its own
function. But [in that case], when in an animal the perception demonstrating the
difference between what s friendly and what is hostile is gone, what is it that from
this time on remembers the distinction, fears the painful, and wants the beneficial?
961 B €0t &¢ un 6eloBat tol vol thv aloBnotv tpog 10 autig Epyov. AAN otav ye T
{ww TIpOG TO oikelov Kal TAAAGTpLov I aloBnatg evepyaoapévn dtagpopav AtéAdn, ti
TO pvnpovelov éativ ON kal 6ed10¢ Ta Auttodvta Kai TtoBolv Ta wpEALUa;
[Obviously, Plutarch goes on, it is the mind that comes into action at this point,
ensuring that the significance of the sensation is understood. As a// men recognise:
afterall, they beat disobedient horse and dogs — but why bother, if that beating
means nothing to them?]

Animal reactions to stimuli demonstrate that they experience pleasure

961 D Now the name of pleasure via the ears is ‘enchantment’, while that through
the eyes is ‘magic’: men use both kinds to catch animals. 961 E For deer and

horses are bewitched by pipes and flutes, and crabs are involuntarily lured from
their holes by lotus pipes, and they say that fish, when there is singing and clapping,
will rise to the surface and approach. The horned owl, again, can be caught being
bewitched by magic, as men dance within this vision, with pleasure at their rhythm
striving to twist his shoulders.
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The idea that animals do not ‘really’ feel emotions is irrational

961 E As for those who foolishly affirm that animals do not feel pleasure or anger or
fear or make preparations or remember, but that the bee ‘as it were’ remembers,
and the swallow ‘as it were’ prepares her nest, and the lion ‘as it were’ grows angry,
and the deer‘asit were’ is frightened—961 F | don’t know what they will do about
those who say that beasts do not see or hear, but ‘as it were’ hear and see; that they
have no cry but ‘as it were’ cry; nor do they live at all but ‘as it were.’ For these last
statements are no more contrary to plain evidence than those [other ones that they
have made], in my view.
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In Beasts are Rational, Plutarch presents a conversation between Odysseus, Circe
and Gryllus (‘Grunter’) the pig. Odysseus asks Circe if she will kindly restore his men
from their current animal state to the men they once were. Circe replies that it
would only be fair to enquire if they wantto be so re-transformed and selects
Gryllus the pig to argue the animal case.

Gryllus has explained that animals have no interest in gold and silver, fine clothes
and tapestries. Their pleasures are entirely natural. He explains:
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990 Let us, in fact, first describe these pleasures. Well then, our pleasure in fragrant
substances, those that by their nature stimulate our sense of smell, besides the fact
that our enjoyment of this is simple and costs nothing, also adds utility by its ability
to distinguish between foods. For the tongue is said to be, and is, a judge of what is
sweet or bitter or sour, when liquid flavours combine and fuse with the organ of
taste.

But our sense of smell, being an assessor even before we taste, judging of the
quality of each food much more critically than any royal taster in the world admits
[into our stomach] what is proper, rejects what is alien, and will not let it touch or
offend the taste, 990 B but informs on and denounces what is bad before any harm
isdone.

990 Kai Tautag ye TipOToV SIEABWEV. 1 HEV 00V TIPOG TA UWON Kal KivolvTa Taig
Amoopaig tnv 60PNtV oikeiwg Ndov, TpoG T¢ T0 OPEAOG Kal Tipoika Kai attAolv
EXELV, Apa xpelav tiva oup faretal T dtayvwaoet THG TPOERG. 1 Hev yap yA@Tta tol
YAUKEOG; Kal OpLp€og kal auotnpol yvwpwv €0Ti T Kal Aéyetal, 0Tav T¢) YEUOTIKE
TIPOOULYEVTEG Ol YUMol oUyxUaiv Tiva AdBwalv.

N6 00@pPNOIG UAV, TIPO TV XUU®V YWWHwV 0U0od, TAG SUVALEWG EKATTOU
TIOAU T@V BACIAIK®V TIPOYEUCTMV OKETITIKWTEPOV dlaltoBavopévn, TO HEV oikeTov
glow Ttapinat, 10 6 AAAGTplov ATteAaUVEL, Kal ouk €4 Biyelv oUde Auttijoal Thv yelowv
990 B aAAa ditafarhel kal katnyopei Thv @auAotnta tipiv f BAafivat.

Humans are corrupted by artificial smells

THIS
SMe s LIKE
My vagINA

990 B And in other ways [smell] is no nuisance to us, as it is to you, in respect of
incense and cinnamon and nard and leaves and malobathrum and Arabian
aromatic reeds, with [the aid of] a formidable dyer’s or witch’s art, ‘unguentation’ by
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name, forcing you to collect and mix [it all] together, thus at a great price buying an
effeminate, emasculating luxury which has no real use for anything. Yet, though
such is its nature, it has depraved not only every woman, but lately the greater part
of men as well, so that they refuse to sleep even with their own wives unless they
come to bed reeking of myrrh and scented powders.

990 B tGAAa 6’ oukK €voyAel, kaBatep Uiy, Ta Bupiapata kal Kivapwpa Kai vapdoug
Kal (UAAa Kal kaAdpoug ApafikoUg, petd detvig Tivog Kai deuoottolol papuakidog
TEXVNG, N LUPEWIKAG Ovopa, CUVAYELY (G TAUTO Kal ouppayeiv avaykalouaoda,
XpNHatwv toAA®@V nduTtabelav dvavopov kai kopaolwdn Kal Ttpog oUdEV 0UdA UGG
XPNOLUOV, WVOUHEVOUG. AAAA Kaittep oUoa Tolautn, dLE@Bapkev oU povov Ttacag
yuvaikag dAAa kal t@dv avop®dv Aon Toug TIAEIoTOUG, ¢ LNOE Talg autdv EBEAELY
ouyyiyveaBat yuvai§iv, ei un pUpwv upiv 6dwduial kal dlamacpdtwy €ig Tauto
(POLTEV.

But animal smells are entirely natural, free of deceit or trickery

990 C But sows attract boars, and nannies bucks, and other female creatures their
consorts, by means of their own special odours; scented, as they are, with pure dew
and grassy meadows, they are attracted to the nuptial union by mutual affection.
The females are not coy and do not cloak their desires with deceits or trickeries or
denials; nor do the males, driven on by the sting of mad lust, purchase the act of
procreation by money or toil or servitude. No! Both parties celebrate at the proper
time a love without deceit or hire, a love which in the season of spring awakens, like
the burgeoning of plants and trees, the desire of animals, and then immediately
extinguishesiit.

[Neither does the female continue to receive the male after she has conceived, nor
does the male attempt her. Slight and feeble is the regard we have for pleasure: our
whole concern is with Nature.]

990 C AAAa KATIpoUG Te CUEG Kal TpAyoug aiyeg kal taAAa BnAea toUg cuvvopoug
aut@V Taig idialg oopaig émayetatl, Spocou te kabapdg kal Astpwvwy 06wdota Kal
¥AONG, CUULPEPETAL TIPOG TOUG YAOUG UTIO KOLVAG PIAO@POCUVNG, oUXL BpuTtTOpEval
HEv al BnAelal kal Ttpoioyopeval Thg emibupiag amdrtag kal yonteiag kal dpvnoelg,
ol &’ Appeveg, UTT 0I0TPOU Kal HapyoTnTog, wvoUuEeVoL aBdv kal Ttovou Kai
Aatpeiag 10 TG yeveaewg Epyov, ddoAov 6€ alv Katp® kal aptabov Agpoditnv
HETIOVTEG, I KaB pav EToug MoTiep uUTOV BAAoTNV éyeipouca TV WV THYV
gmibupiav eUOUG EoPeoev.
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Examples of animals’ human understanding and sympathies
From The Cleverness of Animals

(i) How the dog Capparus captured a thief

[A certain fellow slipped into the temple of Asclepius, took such gold and silver
offerings as were not bulky, and made his escape, thinking that he had not been
detected.]

969 E But the watchdog, whose name was Capparus, when none of the temple-
guards responded to its barking, pursued the escaping temple-thief. First the man
threw stones at it, but could not drive it away. 969 F When day dawned, the dog did
not approach close, but followed the man, always keeping him in sight, and refused
the food he offered. When he stopped to rest, the dog passed the night on guard,;
when he set off again, the dog got up and kept following, fawning on the other
people it met on the road and barking at the man and sticking to his heels.

969 E 0 6& (ppoup0Og KUV, Gvoua Kammapog, el pndeig Uhaktolvtl Tdv {aKOpwv
UTTAKOUGEV aUT®, (PEUYOVTA TOV lEpOCUAOV ETTESIWKE. Kal Tip@TOV LEV BaAAopevog
AiBotg oUk améatn, 969 F yevopévng &' nuépag, £yyUs ol Ttpoaiv AAA’ att’
0@BaApol Ttapa@uAATTwy, EITIETO Kal Tpo@nV TtpoAAAOVTOG OUK EAAUPavey,
AvVaTIauUopEVE O TtapeVUKTEPEUE Kal Badidovtog TtaAly avaotag emtnkoAoUBeL, ToUg
&’ amavt@vtag 0doLTtopous EaaLVeV, EKEIVR & EPUAAKTEL KAl TIPOTEKELTO.

969 F When those who were investigating the robbery learned this from men who
had encountered the pair and were told the colour and size of the dog, they
pursued all the more vigorously and overtook the man and brought him back from
Crommyon. 970 On the return the dog led the procession, capering and exultant, as
though it claimed for itself the credit for pursuing and capturing the temple-thief.
The people actually voted it a public ration of food and entrusted the charge of this
to the priests in perpetuity, thereby imitating the ancient Athenian kindness to the
mule.
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969 Ftalta 6’ ol dlwkovteg, TtuvBavopevol Ttapd TV ATIAvVIwVTwy apa Kal o
Xppa @paldviwy Kai 1o péyeBog tol Kuvog, TipoBupdtepov exprioavto tf) Slwéel,
Kal kataAafovieg tov avBpwtov aviyayov ato KpopHu@vos. 970 0 6€ KUwv
AavaotpEPag ponyeito yalpog kal Tepixapng, oiov eautod TtoloUEVOG Aypav Kai
Bnpapa tov iepoculov. EYngioavto én oltov auty dnpoaoia petpeiobal kai
TtapeyyudoBal 1oig iepelolyv €ig Agl TV ETILUEAELQV, ATIOULUNOAUEVOL TO TIPOG TOV
nuiovov @lavBpwteupa tev tadalwv Abnvaiwv.

(ii) A retired mule refuses to leave his mates

970 For when Pericles was building the Hecatompedon [=the Parthenon] on the
Acropolis, stones were naturally brought by numerous teams of draught-animals
every day. Now one of the mules who had assisted gallantly in the work, but had
now been discharged because of old age, used to go down every day to the
Ceramicus 970 B and meet the beasts which brought the stones, turning back with
them and trotting along by their side, as though to encourage and cheer them on.
So the people of Athens, admiring its enterprise, gave orders for it to be maintained
at the public expense, voting it free meals, as though to an athlete who had
succumbed to old age.

970 TOV yap ekatopTIedOV VeV MNEPIKAEOUG €V AKPOTIOAEL KATATKEUALOVTOG, (WG
gikog, AiBot Ttpoaryovto TIoANoig Lelyeat Kab nuépav. TV 00V CUVEIPYATUEVWV
HEV TTpoBU WG, NON &€ 61a yApag APEIEVWV OPEwV EIG, KATEPYOUEVOG E(G
Kepapeikdv, 970 B kai toig dvayouat {elyeal Toug AiBoug UTtavi®v Al
OUVAVECTPEPE Kal oupTtapeTpoxalev, olov EyKEAEUOUEVOG KAl TTapopU@V. S10
Baupdoag avtod tnv @uhotipiav, 6 dfpog ékéAeuae dnpooia tpépeabal, kabatmep
ABANTA oltnov UTIO YRPWG ATIELPNKOTL YNPLOAEVOG.

Next week: Plutarch on politics
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